262   SCENES IN THE DECKAN.

Dead March in Saul, might be equally
required with the overture to Tom Thumb,
or the hundredth psalm; thus the melody
of each was prudently poured forth in turn,
a singular melange of incongruous subject.
During the hot season, a fine hill fort,
called Singhur (or the lion's hold), situated
about ten miles from Poonah, affords a
cool and salubrious retreat from the scorch-
ing winds of the plain 5 but possessing no
accommodation beyond pitching ground
for tents, the Mahabuleshwar hills is a
more general resort. From Poonah, a dak
of bearers can be laid in any direction the
traveller may desire, and as the road to the
Ghauts does not allow the passage of a
carnage, a Palkee forms the usual convey-
ance. The only station on the road is that
of Sattara, whose heat and monotony have
obtained for it the common sobriquet of
" Sleepy Hollow." The cantonment is
small, but beautifully situated, in a lovely
vale, surrounded by towering Ghauts, the
summits of several erowned with majestic
and impregnable forts. The scene, un-